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Albert Einstein

014 Oreve 3.
inassy Point
Peconic, Long Island
August 2ad, 1939

7.D. Reosevelt,

Presideat of the United States,

ite Fouse

Yashington, D.C.

sim

Some recent work by E.Fermi and L. Szilard, which has b

aom-
munioated to me 1n msnuscript, leads me %o expect that the element urane
fum may be turned into a new and important sourae of

ergy in the ia-
Certain sspects of the situation wiieh has arisen seem
%o call for watehfulness and, if ne

sediate future

Ty, quick action e the part
of the Atatnistration. T belisve thersfors that it Ls my duty to bring
to your attention the folloming facts and racomsendations

Tn the course of the last four months it has been mede probable -
through the werk of Jolfot {n France as well ms arai and Ssilard ln
Amsrica - thet it may become possible to et up & nuclear chain Teaction

4n s large mass of uranium,by which rast amounts of power and laxge quante
11

of mew radtus-1ike slemants would be genscated. Now it appears

aluoat oertain that this could be achieved in the immediste Tuture.
This new phonomenon would alss lead to the construstion of bombs

ant 1t 1s concefvable - though mich less certain - that extx

oy power-
Tul bombs of & new type may thus be constructed. A single bamd of this
type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well

troy
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However,
cuch bosbs might very rell prove to be too heavy for transportation by
atr.

-

The Untted Statos has only very Door ores of ureatua iu oderate .+
quentities. Thers ia soms Good ors ia Canada and the former Cieshoslovakia,
walle the most fmportant seurce of urantuz is Delstan Congo.

o view of tiis situation you may think it desirable to have soms
persanent contact maintained batveen the Adninistration and the greup
of shysicists working on ehan reactions in Azerica. One possible way
of achiering this might be for you to entrust ¥ith this tesk a person
who has your confidence and who could perhovs werve in an inofficial
capacity. s task mLine eomprise the following:

&) to approach Government Departaents, keep them inforaed of tne
furtaer development, end put forvard recomendations for Governsent motion,
Siving particuler sttention to the probles of securing a supply of uraa-
1u ore for the United States;

) to spesd uo the experimental work which Ls at pre

it being car-
Tied on Within the 1inits of the budgets of University lsborstories, by
proviatne fund

if such funds be Tequired, through his centscts With
private persons who ars willing to make contributions for this cause,

aad perhapa almo by obtaining the cowoperation of industrial laboratories
which heve the nece:

ary equipment.
1 understanc that Germany has sstuslly stopped the sals of uranius

the Caechoslovakisn mines Which she has taken over. Tuat she snould
taken such

axly notion mizit perhaps be underatood on the ground

that

the 800 of the Gersan Under-Secretary of State, von Weizeicker. fs
attached to the Kaiser-Tilheln-Institut in Berlin where some of the
American work on ursnium is now boing repeated.

Yours very twuly,
7

(AIvert Btnstetn)

~
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